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H AR NE S S I NG T H E  W E B :  

t ips  f r om a bar e foot  l ibr ar ian

pr epar ed for   E f fect ive s ear ch r et r ieval an d navigat ion
2 5 t h F ebr uar y 2 0 0 5

Anne P ar kh il l  
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Cour s e des cr ipt ion

¬ the nature of web infor mation – aims  
to give an information management 
per spective to the web

¬ metadata explained – aims  to tr ans fer  
bas ic metadata allocation s kil ls  us ing 
the Aus tralian Gover nment Locator  
S er vice

¬ finding and evaluating web 
infor mation – aims  to impar t evaluation 
methods  
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E xer cis e 1

I ntroductions

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



 info.services@aptly.com.au 

 

H
ar

ne
ss

in
g 

th
e 

w
eb

: w
eb

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

  F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

05
S pot  check

¬Web infor mation is  challenging and can 
be difficult to manage

¬T he web enables  us  to read and publish 
mater ial eas i ly and speedily

¬T he web’s  anarchic natur e means  that 
it can be difficult to find and evaluate 
infor mation in an effective manner
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T he nat ur e of  t he w eb

Web information is

¬ T angential
¬ Fluid
¬ Allur ing
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¬ Access  to once exclus ive information
¬ Access  to mos t cur rent infor mation
¬ Global access  and cover age
¬ Anonymous  natur e

I n t er net  advant ages
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¬ No central author ity
¬ Access  to information without any 

moderation
¬ Access  to inaccurate infor mation 
¬ Overwhelming quantities

I n t er net  l imit at ions
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Chal lenges  pos ed by t he w eb

¬ S heer  amount of infor mation
¬ Deep vs sur face wor ld wide web
¬ Rapidly changing nature of infor mation
¬ Balancing tr aditional and new media 

for ms
¬ Judging ver acity and trus twor thines s  of 

web files
¬ Creating and responding to digital 

communications
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I n for mat ion l i t er acy

An information literate individual is  able to:

¬ Determine the extent of information needed 
¬ Acces s  the needed infor mation effectively and efficiently 
¬ Evaluate information and its  s ources  cr itically 
¬ I ncor porate s elected information into one’s  knowledge 

bas e 
¬ Us e information effectively to accomplis h a s pecific 

purpos e 
¬ Under s tand the economic, legal, and s ocial is s ues  

s ur rounding the us e of information, and acces s  and 
us e information ethically and legally (2)
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W eb in for mat ion l i t er acy

S earching/s tor ing needs :

¬practical s kil ls
¬content skil ls
¬cr itical sk il ls
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An e- literate person can 
demons trate information literacy 
s kills  in an electronic/on- line 
context. 

E  – l i t er acy
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E xer cis e 2

How do you use web information?
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